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SOMETHING NEW IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 


The Comité Norteamericano Pro México, A. C. 
(Committee of North Americans for Mexico, Civil 
Association), is a nonprofit organization of United States 
citizens, resident in Mexico, formed for the purpose of 
promoting better understanding between the peoples of . 
our two countries and to benefit economically the Republic 
of Mexico. 

We North American residents and businessmen who 
formed this program, and who carry it out with voluntary 
work and monetary contributions, are motivated primarily 


THE FOLLOWING COMPANIES ARE 


Algodonera Hohenberg, S. A. de C. V. 
American Airlines de México, S. A. 
Anderson Clayton & Co. S. A. de C. V. 
Barney Collins 

Asbestos de México, S. A. 

Bakelite de México, S. A. 

Casa William Mayer, S. A. 

Celanese Mexicana, S. A. 

Cia. Hulera El Popo, S. A. 

Cia. Hulera Euzkadi, S. A. 

Cia. Hulera Goodyear Oxo, S. A. 

Cia. Minera de Pefioles, S. A. 

Cia. Mexicana de Explosivos, S. A. 
Cia. Singer de Maquinas de Coser 
Colgate Palmolive, S. A. 

Comercial Tropical, S. A. 

Cummins de México, S. A. 

DuPont, S. A. de C. V., 

Dow Chemical Inter-American 

Elizabeth Arden de México, Inc. 

Eastern Air Lines, S. A. 

Ford Motor Co. S. A. 

General Electric, S$. A. de C. V. 
General Motors de México, S. A. de C. Vv. . 
Gillette Safety Razor Co. of México, Inc. 
H. Steele y Cia. S. A. 
Hoffman-Pinther & Bosworth, S. A. 


by a sincere desire to help the country in which we live. 
We also realize that any successful efforts in strengthening 
the economy of Mexico will inevitably result in benefit 
to ail concerned. 

We believe that, knowing both countries as we do, we 
are unusually well situated to explain convincingly 
Mexico’s many advantages and attractions to other North 
Americans. 

Further, we believe that a friendly, strong neighbor to 
the south is an indispensable asset to the United States. 


CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS CAUSE: 


Hotel Victoria (Taxco) 

Intercontinental Hotels Corp. 

Joy Sullivan Machinery Co. S. A. 

Kodak Mexicana, Ltd. 

La Libertad Cia. General de Seguros, S. A. 
Mexico Travel Advisors 

Minnesota Mfra. de México, S. A. de C. V. 
Mobil Oil de México, S. A. 

Monsanto Mexicana, S. A. 

Motores Reconstrufdos, S. A. 

National Carbon Eveready, S. A. 

Pan American de México Cia. de Seguros, S. A. 
Pan American World Airways 

Philco, S. A. de C. V. 

Publicidad D'Arcy, S. A. 

RCA Victor Mexicana, S. A. de C. V. 
Resortes Mecédnicos, S. A. 

Sanborns Hermanos, S. A. 

Sears Roebuck de México, S. A. 

Shirley Courts, S. A. 

The Coca Cola Export Corp. 

The National Cash Register Co. México, S. A. 
The First National City Bank of New York 
Trans World Airlines de México, S. A. de C. Y. 
U. S. Rubber Mexicana, S. A. 

Young & Rubicam, México, S. A. 


COMITE NORTEAMERICANO PRO-MEXICO 


(Committee of U. S. Citizens for Mexico) 


Atenas, 42-602 


México, D. F. 
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OF SPECIAL INTEREST 


4 Sunday 1 to Tuesday 10 __ jn the National 
Auditorium, Paseo de la Reforma, 
the International Automobile Show 
will be held for the first time in 
America. 1956 models of USS., 





WHAT TO SEE, WHERE TO GOIN 


FIESTAS & SPECTACLES 


Arriaga, Chiapas, January 1-15. _. [In this 
small tropical town, which still pre- 
serves a certain primitive aspect, 
fiestas of a combined religious and 
profane character are celebrated 
during which the population amuses 
itself with processions, dances and 
special] religious ceremonies. 


Irapuato, Guanajuato, January 5-12. __ Fes- 
tivities commemorating the found- 
ing of the city, and including 
bullfights, horse races, allegorical 
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A whole year of exciting 
reading. Special prices for 
blocks of 10 or more subs- 
criptions. 
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Swedish, German, French, Italian, 
English, Czechoslovakian and Mex- 
ican cars will be exhibited. An 
added feature will be a display of 
models designed for the future, up 
to the year 2500. 


JANUARY 


Friday 6 _ Day of the Kings, marking 
the end of Christmas festivities. 
For Catholics particularly this day 
is one of great rejoicing and is 
observed by giving gifts to children. 
For that reason, in the markets, the 
stores, and on the streets one sees 
a varied plenty of toys, the major- 
ity of them taking the form of Mex- 
ican popular art. Many towns in 
the interior of the country have De 
Reyes added to their names and 
consider the Three Kings as their 
patron saints. In those towns, the 
date calls for special celebrations. 





floats, sports and dances. At the 
same time, an agricultural and 
stock exposition will be held. 


Tuesday 17 _ day set aside to honor San 
Antonio de Padua, patron saint of 
domestic animals. Burros, oxen, 
horses, dogs, cats, birds in cages, 
and all other household animals are 
garlanded with flowers and taken 
to the church door to be blessed by 
the priest. 


th 


Thursday 26 — Mozart Festival begins. 
(See Music). 


Villaflores, Chiapas, January 10-17. __ Tradi- 
tionally commercial fairs are held 
during this week, attended by people 
from throughout the region in their 
indigenous costumes. 


Morole6én, Guanajuato, January 10-20. _ Pop- 
ular fiestas to celebrate the found- 
ing of the town, during which there 
will be memorable horse races in 
the open country, bullfights in im- 
provised plazas, cockfights and re- 
gional dances. 


Tizimin, Yucatan, January 1-6. __ Religious 
and profane celebration honoring 
the Three Kings whose images, ven- 
erated in a temple built during the 
Colonial period, are centuries old, 
according to legend, and possess 
miraculous powers. Pilgrims from 
all over the state of Yucatan come 
to take part in the festivities. An 
important feature is the vaquerias 
during which, for long hours, girls 
dance the jarana, Yucatecan dance, 
attired in their white huipiles. 


Sunday. 29 __ rowing competition at 11 
am on the Cuemanco Canal, Xochi- 
milco, to select participants in the 
Olympics to be held in Melbourne, 
Australia. The best Mexican crews 

San Juan de los Lagos, Jalisco, January 20- will compete. 

Feb. 5. __ This is one of the Republic’s 
most colorful fiestas, celebrated 
with special animation. Thousands 
of visitors, Mexican and foreigners, 
attracted by the well-deserved fame 


Sometime in January — entrants in the 
annual San Diego-Acapulco yatch 
race will arrive in Acapulco, prob- 
ably about the middle of the month. 














TRAVEL WITH 


“AGUIRRE’S GUEST 
TOURS” 


For comfort, entertainment 
and red carpet treatment. 
See your Travel Agent! 


727 W. 7th. St. 10 S. La Salle St. 
Los Angeles 17, Cal. Chicago 3, Ill. 
Trinity 6211 State 2-33354 
Main Office: 51 E. 42 nd. St. 

Luis Moya 25 New York 17, N. Y. 

Mexico |, D. F. Murray Hill 2-6057 
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Champoton, 


Chalma, 






of its charro contests, cockfights and 
popular dances. Fireworks every 
day. 

Jan, 28-Feb. 2. 
This delightful port, a short distance 
from the city of Campeche, cele- 
brates during the week the religious 
festival of La Candelaria with pil- 
grimages to the temples, dances 
and other popular festivities. The 
port is famous for its seafood 
dishes. 


Campeche, 


State of Mexico, January 


Though near the capital, the 


1-7. 
sanc- 








House Beautiful 


reporting on Mexico.... 
said 
‘We're all planning 
to go back for more...’ 


The Carapan 
Hidalgo Oriente 348 
Monterrey, N. L., Mexico 


tuary of Chalma seems remote, for 
the final lap of the journey must be 
made on foot or horseback. The 
image of the Christ of Chalma is 
believed to have miraculous powers, 
and centuries of pilgrims have wern 
a trail hard as stone through the 
forest. One of the chief attractions 
of the Chalma festival is the Con- 
chero dancers, who accompany 
themselves on mandolin-like instru- 
ments made from armadillo shells. 


ART 


Galeria de Arte Mexicana, Milan 18. On 
Jan. 3, exhibition of canvases by 
Spanish painter Ceferino Palencia; 
Jan. 16, engravings and paintings 
by Pablo Picasso, Matisse, Chagal 
and Roualt; Jan. 23, paintings by 
Wosamangtaden. 


Galeria de la Ciudad, Pergola in the Cen- 
tral Alameda. Dedicated to promot- 
ing promising young artists. Open 
10 am to 10 pm. 


Jardin del Arte, Sullivan Park. For young 
artists who show promise, the Na- 
tional Youth Institute has establish- 
ed this open air exhibition where, 
every Sunday, the works of the ris- 
ing generation of artists may be 
seen. 


Salén de la Plastica Mexicana, Pyebla 154. 
Collective exhibit of the works of 
outstanding Mexican painters, in- 
cluding Ignacio Aguirre, Angelina 
Beloff, Ravl Anguiano, Celia Cal- 
derén, Federico Cantt, Fernando 
Castro Pacheco, Francisco Dosa- 


mantes, José Garcia Narezo, Ama- 
dor Lugo, Carlos Mérida, Guillermo 
Meza, 


Alfonso Michel, Gustavo 
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O'd world lusuries combined with 
all modern conveniences. Solid repute 
ationofescelience. Wholesome tood 
served in distinctive restaurants. 
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Montoya, Luis Miskizawa, Carlos 
Orozco Romero, Feliciano Pefia and 
others. 


THEATER 


La Jaula de Ore __ mystery and suspense 
drama, will open the 1956 season at 
Teatro Fabregas, Donceles 24, on 
January 13. With film star Joaquin 
Cordero and Yolanda Mérida, direct- 
ed by Jests Valero. Weekdays at 
7 and 9:45 pm; Sundays at 4:15, 7 
and 9:45 pm. 

Fuente Ovejuna — Lope de Vega’s classic 

drama of a people dominated by a 

feudal baron who punishes subjects 

with death. Starring Pilar Crespo 
and José Baviera. Directed by Al- 
varo Custodio. Presentation of the 

National Institute of Fine Arts in 

the Plaza de Chimalistac, two blokes 

from the Obregén Monument. Con- 
sult the newspapers for details. 
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Como Gustéis. _ Shakespeare’s As You 


Like It, adapted by Maria Luisa AI- 
garra. With Aurora Molina and Ar- 
mando Lujan, directed by Raul Car- 
dona. Open air presentation at 11 
am. Sundays beginning January 8, 
in Chapultepec Park, entering by 
the Flower Market. No admission 
charge. 


El Caso de la Mujer Fotografiadita. _. Amus- 


E 


ing French.farce by Jean de Letraz. 
With Blanca de Castején, Miguel 
Manzano and Berta Lomeli, directed 
by Victor Moya. Teatro Bon Soir, 
Paris 10. 36-14-28. Weekdays 7:15 
and 9:45 pm, Sundays 5 and 7:30 
pm. 


Caso de la Sefiora Estupenda, __ Delight- 
ful Spanish comedy by Miguel Mihu- 
ra. With Lucy Gallardo and Tito 
Junco, directed by Julian Soler, Tea- 
tro Arena, Vallarta and Reforma. 
36-42-98. Weekdays 7:15 and 9:45 
pm; Sundays 5 and 8 pm. 


Gato sobre el Tejado Caliente. __ Tennes- 
see Williams’ Cat on a Tin Roof, a 
dramatic comedy. Starring Rosa 
Elena Durgel and Angel Merino, 
directed by Francisco Petrone. Tea- 
tro Moderno, Marsella 23. 35-24-85. 
Weekdays 7:15 and 9:45 pm; Sun- 
days 5 and 8 pm. 


Filomena Marturano. —_ Italian comedy 


directed by Julian Soler, starring 
Victor Junco. Teatro Trianén. For 
more complete data cal] 14-99-27. 


Nocturno. 


Fuente Ovejuna. __ Lope de Vega’s classic 


drama of a people dominated by a 
feudal baron who punishes his sub- 
jects with death. Starring Ofelia 
Guilmain and Ignacio Lépez Tarzo. 
Directed by Alvaro Custodio. Pre- 
sentation of the Nationa] Institute 
of Fine Arts in the Plaza de Chima- 
listac, two blocks from the Obregon 
Monument. Consult the newspapers 
or call 18-01-80 for details. 


Gigolé. __ Translated from the French 


of Paul Geraldy, this popular farce 
is now in its 18th month. Ignacio 
Navarro and Ema Arvizu have the 
leads, Victor Moya directs. Gante 
Theater, Gante 12. 21-27-51. Daily, 
except Thursdays, at 7:15 and 9:45 
pm. 


— Drama in verse by Wilberto 
Canton, which relates a passage 
from the life and loves of the poet 
Manuel Acufia. Starring Maria Dou- 
glas, under the direction of Salva- 
dor Novo. Teatro de la Comedia, 
Villalongin 32. 35-63-00. Weekdays 
7:15 and 9:45 pm; Sundays 5 and 8 
pm. 


Suceso Nocturno. __ French comedy by 


Marc Gilbert Sauvajon, translated to 
Spanish by Marila Elizaga. Cast 
includes Marild Elizaga, Ignacio Lé6- 
pez Tarzo and Virginia Gutiérrez, 
under direction of Salvador Novo. 
Teatro del Caballito, Rosales 26. 
21-16-50. Weekdays 7:15 and 9:45 
pm; Sundays 5 and 8 pm; closed 
Mondays. 


Testigo de 


Y Ahora qué Hacemos. 


Cargo. Agatha Christie 
in Spanish translation. With Mano- 
lo Fabregas and Sara Cabrera. In- 
surgentes Theater, Insurgentes 1587. 
Call 24-58-91 for complete informa- 
tion. 

Hijo para Dorotea. __ Delightful come- 
dy of errors by Roger McDougall. 
With Silvia Derbez and Rafael Ban- 
quells, who also directs. Teatro 5 de 
Diciembre, Lucerna and Lisboa. 
36-51-55. Weekdays 7:15 and 9:45 
pm; Sundays 5 and 8 pm; closed 
Fridays. 


Comedy in 3 acts 
by Mexican playwright Alfonso Ana- 
ya. With Sara Montes and Francis- 
co Miller, under direction of José 
de J, Aceves. Teatro del Caracol, 
Palma and Donceles. 12-16-50. 
Weekdays 7:15 and 9:45 pm; Sun- 
days 5 and 8 pm. 


HORSES 


Racing 


Polo 

















at the Hipédromo de las Amé- 
ricas, Lomas de Sotelo, every Tues- 
day, Thursday, Saturday and Sun- 
day at 2 pm. Entrants include such 
famous horses as Artillero, Kikiriki 
and Naranjal. The National Racing 
Commission Classic, high point for 
the month, will be run on January 
15 with a 30,000 peso added purse, 
for 4-year-olds and up, 6 furlongs. 


at Campo Anahuac, adjoining 
Chapultepec Park on the Paseo de 
la Reforma. The season will resume 
on January 8 with games every 


Sunday at 12 noon, when the final 
matches of the Metropolitan High 
Championship will be 


Handicap 


FOR YOUR 
MONTERREY WEEKEND 
ALL EXPENSE PAID 
PACKAGE TOUR 


Your weekend will be 
worry-free when 
ITISA takes charge of it. 









Specialists in post-convention tours 
ITISA TOURS 

Corregidora 634 P.O Box 123 

Monterrey, N. L. Tel. 3-11-19, 




















Quote 
Worth Remembering 


“It does not behoove the Go- 
vernment to evaluate its own 
work, It is the people who must 


judge it.” 


ADOLFO RUIZ 
CORTINES 


PRESIDENT OF MExIco 


In his State of the Nation ad- 


dress, Nov. 30, 1955 


This advertisement is sponsor- 
ed as a public service by the 
Central Mexico Light and 


Power Company 





played. It is also probable that, on 
a date to be announced later, Mex- 
ican poloists will meet the Uehlier 
team of Milwaukee. For informa- 
tion on programs and tickets, call 
the Federacién Mexicana de Polo, 
35-90-64. 


BULLFIGHTS 


Only in Spain, Mexico, Venezuela and 
Portugal is it possible to witness good 
bullfights, because these are the coun- 
tries of greatest bullfight enthusiasm. 
They have, therefore, the most famous 
breeding farms of brave bulls and bull- 
fighters capable of confronting and 
dominating them. 

The professional season is at its 
height in Mexico this month. Mexican 
toreros alternate with Spaniards, Ven- 
ezuelans and Portuguese, each and 
every one of them seeking to be the 
season’s champion, the one who cuts 
more ears and tails, the one with the 
greatest public acclaim. This determi- 
nation to triumph makes the bullfights 
more interesting. Mexico City rings: 


Plaza México, _. Avenida Insurgentes. 
Bullfights every Sunday at 4 pm. 
Six bulls vanquished by three first 
rate fighters. In this plaza during 
the current season matadors will in- 
clude the Mexican favorites David 
Liceaga, Calesero, Luis Briones, 
Luis Procuna, Velazquez, Rodriguez, 
Cérdoba, Capetillo, Silveti (son of 
the famous torero Juan Silveti, The 
Tiger of Guanajuato, idol of days 
gone by), Alfredo Leal, Jaime Bola- 
fios, Curo Ortega, Guillermo Carba- 
jal and Jaime Bravo; César Gir6én, 
Venezuelan; Manolo Vazquez and 
Manolo Casales, Spaniards; Antonio 
Dos Santos, Portuguese, and other 
outstanding figures in the bullfight 
world. Tickets on sale at J. M. Iza- 
zaga every day from noon till 8 
pm; at the plaza box office one hour 
before the fight; or through travel 
agents. 


El Toreo, Plaza de Cuatro Caminos. The 
professional season will open here 
on either January 8 or 15. Watch 
newspapers for definite date, names 
of fighters, and other information. 


Plaza El Cortijo, _. Damasco 55, Colonia 
Romero Rubio, near the Central Air- 
port. The novillada season will prob- 
ably continue here, with novilleros 
who, if unknown, compensate for 





that lack with valor and the deter- 
mination to triumph. One of the 
principal attractions of this small 
plaza is its museum, where all the 
paraphernalia of the fiesta brava is 
on exhibit. There is also a typically 
Mexican restaurant operated in con- 
junction with the ring, For addition- 
al information call 24-78-07. 


SPORTS - 


Baseball 


— at the Social Security 
Stadium, Av. Cuauhtémoc and Cal- 
zada del Obrero Mundial. The 
Winter Baseball League consists of 
teams from Poza Rica, Jalapa and 
Cérdoba as well as the Mexico City 
teams Aztecas de México and Rojos 

del México. Included in the lineup L 
are Face of the Pittsburgh Pirates; 
Windy McCall of the New York °° 
Giants; Jim Bunning of the Detroit 
Tigers; Beto Avila of the Cleveland 
Indians, and other famous players. 
Games, Thursday and Friday at 
7.30 pm; Saturday at 3:15 pm; and 
Sunday at 11:30 am. Tickets at the 
box office an hour and a half before 
game time. 


Boxing -_ at the Arena Coliseo, Pert 


77. The 1956 season will open on 
Saturday, January 14. After that 
date there will be matches Wednes- 
day and Saturday at 9 pm, 1 major 
event, 2 semifinals and 2 prelimi- 
naries. 


Front6n (Jai-Alai) __ the fastest game in 


the world with exciting betting. At 
Frontén México, Ramos Arizpe and 
Plaza de la Republica, across from 
the Monument to the Revolution, 
the season will resume about the 
middle of January. After the open- 
ing date, to be announced in the A 
newspapers, there will be games 
every Thursday, Saturday and Sun- 
day at 7 pm. Three games, two 
quinielas and a daily double. At ( 
Frontén Colén, Ignacio Ramirez 15, 
games every day except Friday at 
4:30 pm. Lively contests between 
women players, mostly Spaniards, 
using racquets instead of baskets. 


Soccer __ Because this month closes the 


1955-56 season, there is keen interest 
in the final games which will decide. 
the winner. Mexico City games, at 
12 noon: Jan. 8, América v. Necaxa, 
in Ciudad Universitaria; Jan. 15, 
Atlante v. Tampico, in Ciudad de los 





" 





eter- 

the 
mall 

the 
ya is 
rally 
con- 
tion- 


rity 
Cal- 
The 
6 of 
and 
City 
'0j08 
neup 
ites; 
York 
troit 
land 
yers. 
r at 
and 
. the 
fore 


Peru 
1 on 
that 
ines- 
ajor 
limi- 


e in 


and 
rom 
tion, 
the 
pen- 
the 
mes 
Sun- 
two 


z 15, 
y at 
veen 
irds, 
ts. 


, the 
rest 
‘cide 
3, at 
axa, 


2 los 


ACAPULCO 


CALETA 


Deportes; Jan. 22, Atlante v. Amé- 
rica, Ciudad de los Deportes. 


In Guadalajara, Jalisco, on the 
same dates, there will also be cham- 
pionship games as follows: Atlas v. 
Toluca, Oro v. Guadalajara, and 
Guadalajara v. Cuautla. 


Swimming — Alberca del Deportivo Cha- 
pultepec. Probably the second half 
of the month, semifinals will be held 
in the selection of Mexican swim- 
mers and divers to compete in the 
1956 Olympics. Consult newspapers 
for details. 


LORE 


Popular Entertainment __ [In the public 
parks and gardens of the capital, 
the Social Action Department of the 
Federal District presents each Sun- 
day, between 11 am and 2 pm, theat- 
rical productions, dances and mu- 
sical concerts for the entertainment 
of passersby, free of charge. Pre- 
sentations are in the open air, in 
the kiosks to be found in nearly 
every park, or on improvised stages. 

The most beautiful parks, and 
those which attract the largest 
crowds, are the Central Alameda on 
Av. Juarez; Alameda de Santa Ma- 
ria, which has a lovely Moorish type 
kiosk brought from Spain; Plaza 
del Carmen in San Angel; Santiago 
Tlaltelolco, Tlalpan and Coyoacan. 
People from all walks of life throng 
these parks, and others, on Sunday; 
from the simple peasant who is 


visiting the capital for the first 
time, accompanied by his entire 
family, to society ladies giving the 
air to their thoroughbred dogs. Pro- 
grams include some or all of the 
following typical orchestras, bands, 
peasant musical groups; ballet 
corps, regional dance groups; theat- 
rical troupes and, for children, pup- 
pet shows. 


Cockfights —_ specially bred birds and a 
quantity of pesos are risked every 
Thurday, Saturday and Sunday at 
San Bartolo Naucalpan, 10 miles 
beyond the suburb of Tacuba. 





Costumes __ Mexico’s colorful regional 
dress exhibited in style shows, plus 
a lecture on the correct wearing of 
the rebozo. Wednesdays at 9 pm at 
the Sala Riveroll, Colén 35. 

Dances —. Fridays, throughout the 

month, the Circulo Rodém (Rotary 

Club), Londres 15, will present Mex- 

ican folk dance sessions, For infor- 

mation cal] 25-09-20. 
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January in Mexico is a jewel box of 
climates and colors. In the capital, the 
air is like diamonds — hard and bright 
and a mixture of all colors. Daytime 
brings clear undiluted sunlight, but 
night comes quickly, with a sharp crisp- 
ness. 


In the high cities of Puebla and To- 
luca, the air is like sapphires, clear and 
cool. Here, too, there is midday heat, 
but a deceptive sort: shadows are chill. 


Acapulco is mostly topaz, with a 
sprinkle of rubies and emeralds. Day 
and night, this is hot country, with 
flaming red earth and lush vegetation. 


This luxury of pure color calls for 
human compromise so dark glasses 
are a good rule wherever you go. The 
weather, on the other hand, demands 
ingenuity. 


In Acapulco, you'll live in bathing 
suits and crisp cottons, but you may 
need coat or stole for traveling. A good 
Acapulco suitcase carries at least two 
bathing suits and if you’ve been in- 
trigued but scornful of the bathing 


suit-evening skirt combination, this is 
one place where it functions marvel. 
ously. 


Take along a long-sleeved beach coat 
(guayaberas are perfect) and plenty 
of protective creams or lotions — few 
backs and shoulders can stand much 
of that tropical sun. And sandals: those 
white sands burn! Hair protection is 
a good idea, but Acapulco specializes 
in huge fringed straw hats, and you'll 
most likely want to take one or more 
back with you. 


For the rest of the country, balance 
spring and summer clothing in your 
suitcase. Cottons, linens and light 
wools are the rule for daytime wear, 
but you’ll need a warm coat or jacket 
or a fur stole for evenings. 


A near must for January is a good 
camera with color film. The new year 
brings a crystal air that’s pure and 
transparent: snow-capped volcanoes 
that are miles away seem close enough 
to touch; you”ll see villages an hour 
before you reach them. Unless you 
take color films to prove these things, 
you're likely to be lumped with fisher- 
men in any post-vacation talks back 
home. M. L. 











Unlike wild animals, and rather like 
women, ideas need to be captured. 
Because ideas mature and breed only 
in captivity. And because their captors 
mature with them, although much 
slower. 


It seems that failure comes to some 
people easily, without any exertion on 
their part, and to others despite all 
efforts to succeed. The difference in 
this common outcome is that those who 
did not exert themselves against failure 
will, when it comes, bring themselves 
to exertion to cover their humiliation. 


The ancients who ruminated and 
illuminated books would be amazed at 
the haste of our present-day contem- 
plation, which was always thought to 
take some time, and at the pace of our 
presses, which was once _ laboriously 
slow. Nowadays, the worst writing can 
be readily sold if it is new. And if 
good writing is to be sold it, too, had 
better be new, or else as old as the 
ancients and freshly illuminated. 


We are blessed to be among those 
who own that implement of all trades, 
the unabridged dictionary. In occasion- 
al prowsing we have been surprised 
to notice words to which the most space 
is given, relatively. This has developed 
into a relative space game which we 
recommend to children and adults alike, 
alike as they are. We suggest starting 
out, for instance with the words: lag, 
arrogant, ratify and assume. So far as 
we have made it out, the words relat- 
ing to human foibles require the most 
space to define. And from the lists we 
have made we discover an interesting 
relationship. People who “assume” are 
inclined to be “arrogant.” Then, for 
somebody to “ratify” something, well, 
right away we come to the word “lag.” 


Angus. 


hettrrs 


MERRY XMAS 
Dear Miss Brenner: 


Herewith my check for $44 US to 
cover 22 (Christmas gift) subscriptions 
detailed on the attached list. These 
subscriptions should be indication that 
I, like many other friends here, think 
the magazine is excellent, that you are 
doing a very fine job. 


Sincerely, 

Wm. A, Denker. 

Du Pont, S.A. de C.V. 
México, D. F. 


FOR TOURISTS 


Dear Sirs: 


A few days ago we received the first 
copy We have seen of Mexico This 
Month. In the years that we have been 
coming to Mexico, this publication 
seems to us the most interesting read- 
ing that we have seen for the Amer- 
ican tourist, 


My check for $2.50 is enclosed. If it is 
at all possible, I would like for my 
subscription to be retroactive to the 
April issue, as I would like to have all 
the issues from the start of publica- 
tion. If this is impossible, please start 
my subscription immediately. 


Yours very truly, 
R, L. Garster, M. D. 
Upper Sandusky, Ohio. 


Dear Miss Brenner: 


Your charming review in the Nov- 
ember issue, page 2, under “ART”, 


says that a considerable number of Art 
Galleries are show places in them- 


selves, quite apart from the exhibits 
they feature. 


Joining both qualities, perhaps in a 
bigger scale than any other, you per- 
haps are not informed of CASA Min- 
erva, at 2a. de Monterrey No. 33, 
genuine home of art, rebuilt for that 
purpose, which has now been opened 
for art exhibitions and high class cul- 
tural and social events and mainly for 
high class American tourists coming to 
Mexico. 


It is a pleasure to me to invite you 
to have a direct impression, visiting 
this house, 


I include my just printed book “The 
Mexico I Dreamed Of” which may also 
be of interest to you. 


Yours very truly. 
Leopoldo Ortiz 
México, D. F., 


OF READER INTEREST 


Dear Miss Brenner: 


A bullfight club has been organized 
in this country, and at present we have 
nearly 100 members. We are thinking 
of publishing a magazine; however, I 
have read yours and wish to ask you: 
Could you find a bullfight expert who 
would write articles about bulls and 
answer questions sent to him by North 
American fans? 


For the time being, will you please 
mention in your ‘Letters” column that 
we invite all North American bullfight 
fans to contact Miss Mary Nolan, 9344 
Crenshaw Blvd., Inglewood, California, 
who with me is organizing the North 
American Bullfight Club La Aficién. 


Sincerely yours, 

Dr. Jorge L. Ceballos 

Asst. Professor of Radiology 
University of Texas Medical Branch 
Galveston, Texas. 
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In this issue, a dazed Canadian, Paul 
Levy, writes of his Mexican adventu- 
res... Our intrepid Antonio Menéndez 
(Runner 2, Division 
Department) 
glamorous Acapulco... 
mine boys, otherwise 


A, Romance 
gives us his idea of 
and our salt- 
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IN THIS ISSUE 


We start the New Year with 
yachts and one of the worlds 
most beautiful yacht harbors, a 
marvelous portraitist who used 
to sell ice cream in Guanajua- 
to, Vlady’s map of Chapulte- 
pec and Nacho Lopez’ poetic 
photographs of the _ fabled 
forest. 


and 
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the Art Department, follow up their 
masterpiece on the Lagunilla Market 
in the December issue, with another 
Explorer’s map, of Chapultepec For- 
est... not only beautiful but guaranteed 
to work. 


Another one of our salt-mine boys, 
Mathias Goeritz, is hors de combat and 
totally unable to contribute, due to the 
fact he is overcome with awe, after 
his first visit to New York and his first 
acquaintanceship with the U.S.A. His 
affliction is due to the gargantuan, 
precise beauty of New York — when 
he talks of it he mainly gurgles - 
to the astonishing order with which 
life in the United States is carried on. 
He says even the Germans can’t com- 
pare. 


and 


Your editor, having just returned 
from a visit Stateside, after several 
years in this free-wheeling country, 
concurs in the overwhelming impres- 
sion the order, regularity, efficiency, 
It seemed almost 
weird to us — every pushbutton pushes 


and every lever works. Only place we 


and so on, make. 


felt at home in was in a old hotel in 
Gainesville, Florida, where the shower 
push didn’t, happily, budge. The world 
seemed human again and we came out 
from under, feeling less afraid of this 
relentlessly impersonal order in which 
time is everything and the Clock the 
boss. 











Of course, we were feeling pretty 
timid anyway. The University of Flor- 
ida, via its School of Inter-American 
Studies, had invited us to go have lunch 
and talk about something, at its impor- 
tant annual Conference on Caribbean 
Problems. When they first called us 
up we at once demurred that it would 
be delightful to fly to Florida for lunch, 
underwritten, but we knew 
problems, 


nothing 
and the 
august gentleman at the other end of 
the line said that was all right, we 


about Caribbean 


could talk about our reminiscences. 


This so floored us that we numbly 
accepted, and then found we really did 
have to make a speech, and not only 
that, but one equal to an audience of 
professors of history and_ political 
science from the U.S’s leading univer- 


sities. 


When, on top of that, the gathering 
presented us with a parchment, bestow- 
ing honor upon us for our work in 
Inter-American affairs, we were once 
more floored, but good. 


We have not yet completely recover- 
ed from all these ups and downs, and 
as a result have not been able to think 
of a suitably high pure note of good 
cheer and solemnity too, of course, with 
which to wish our readers the best of 
everything for ‘56. appro- 
priate sentiment that we’ve received, 
comes from the U.S.A. by way of Brazil 
and says, “Peace on Earth to Men of 
Good Will.” Seems about right for the 
times we’re in. But a happy New Year 
anyway... 


The most 





NATIONAL PANORAMA 


By WILLIAM B. RICHARDSON 


Resident Vice President 
The First National City Bank 
of New York 


Mexico enters the new year with 
confidence: The political situation is 
good, as is the position of the central 
bank —the Banco de México, S. A.— 
with gold and dollar reserves of around 
US $370.000,000. This is a dynamic 
country with a population of around 
30,000,000, which is growing at the rate 
of 3% per year. 


—J 


It is believed that the projected policy 
of the Mexican Government for 1956 is 
to slow down public spending in order 
to balance the budget; to make every 
effort to reduce the public debt and in 
this way restrain somewhat the in- 
crease in the cost of living. 


“oO 


The agricultural prospects are good. 
We believe that in 1956 Mexico will not 
have to import any basic food products 
of importance and, on the other hand, 
that there will be a considerable export- 
able surplus of cotton, coffee, sugar, 
etc. 


-“ 


Mexico’s industrial expansion is still 
in progress and the forecast for 
tourism is that the coming year will be 
one of its biggest. 


—= 


With such a great leader as is Pres- 
ident Ruiz Cortines, and provided 
there is no appreciable drop in the price 
of Mexico’s export commodities, there 
is no reason why this country should 
not enjov one of her best years, 


ows and Qumonts 


TOURIST PEAK 


The tourist industry, having sprout- 
ed, flourished, and grown madly dur- 
ing World War II, three years ago 
showed singns of a decline that alarm- 
ed hotel and travel people, and many 
investors in what had become a top 
Mexican industry. 

Last year, for the first time, system- 
atic steps to cherish and nurture the 
valuable baby were taken by a newly 
overhauled National Tourist Depart- 
ment, in conjunction with organized 
action on the part of the hotel people. 

Last month, congressing in pictures- 
que Taxco, the hotel men surveyed re- 
sults, much gratified: the figures 
showed 1955 to be the biggest year in 
the history of Mexico travel. 

Reaseured, the travel people are now 
turning their attention to improving 
conditions and tackling industry pro- 
blems, under the leadership of shrewd, 
energetic Tourist Department Head 
Gustavo Ortiz Hernan, a former di- 
plomat and newspaperman. 


QUEEN OF LABOR 


An out-of-season rain failed to 
dampen the spirits of the thousands 
of worshippers who thronged the Ba- 
silica of the Virgin of Guadalupe on 
Her day, December 12. The crowd, 
estimated at nearly half a million per- 
sons, was greater than in past years, 
as was the celebration: the “Dark 
Virgin” was crowned Queen of Labor, 
with ceremonies held both at Her 
Shrine near Mexico City, and in the 
Vatican in Rome. 


GERMAN WITH MARKS 


Hearts and flowers have been com- 
ing Mexico-way for some time, from 
top financial and industrial German 
names. Offers have been made of 
credit, patents, know-how, technical 
assistance which, though not quite as 
much as U.S. banks and industry can 
do at their best, have nevertheless been 
solidly interesting enough so that re- 
cently, Economy Minister Gilberto 
Loyo made a quick German-Belgian 
trip to look into these possibilities. 

This month, a group of German in- 
vestors and industrialists among whom 


are represented gilt-edged banks and 
industrialists such as Krupp, Siemens, 
Heise, etc., are due to arrive in Mex. 
ico to look into concrete set-ups. 


MIRACLE 


It is a national custom to take in. 
soluble problems and hopeless illnesses 
to a miraculous shrine for help. 

Following this tradition, artist Diego 
Rivera recently journeyed to his Mecca, 
Soviet Russia, to be cured of a cancer 
he had previously widely publicized. 
Old friends and Rivera intimates, in 
on the secret, prophesied that having 
said his last farewells and given his 
collection of ancient Mexican art dra- 
matically to the nation (everything 
Rivera does is superb Armour) the 
next act would be news of a cure, 
under the all-wise guidance of Soviet 
Science. 

Sure enough. Early in December 
the awaited news arrived, along with 
the message that soon Rivera would 
return to Mexico, in the pink. 


ORCHID TOUR 


U.S. orchid hobbyists will arrive in 
Mexico in January for a 15-day tour of 
the country’s orchid centers. Alex D. 
Hawkes, editor of The Orchid Journal, 
will guide orchidseekers through Oaxa- 
ca and Chiapas, Veracruz, Fortin de 
las Flores and other orchid-rich areas. 

The group will leave from the Tijua- 
na, Mexico, airport January 18, and 
will reach Mexico City late that even- 
ing. Traveling by plane and private 
cars, the tour will reach remote sec- 
tions of the country as well as resort 
centers. 

More information is available from: 
Tour Department, Orchid Journal, 138 
N. Glassell, Orange, Calif. 


PERON 


Argentine ex-dictator Juan Domingo 
Perén was expected to reach Mexico 
late in December. The Mexican press 
treated announcements of his pending 
arrival with tongue in cheek, and such 
headlines as “Bedroom in Lomas (an 
exclusive residential section) Ready 
for Ex-Dictator.” 
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The famous San Diego-Acapulco 
yacht races are the high point of the 
sports events in Mexico this month. The 
races, in which yachtsmen from all over 
the world participate, start from San 
Diego soon after the first of the year, 
sometimes on New Year’s Eve itself. 
How long the race may take depends on 
many factors — as sometimes the boats 
may be becalmed for days in the area 
known as the Doldrums. As a rule 
Acapulco watchers know nothing of 
dates and winners until the first white 
sails appear on the horizon. 

Here is an account of the races by 
Toby Joysmith, himself a yachtsman 
who has participated in thie thrilling 
and beautiful event. 


As a sport, ocean yacht racing has 
much in common with mountain climb- 
ing. The going is tough and long and 
there is no let-up anywhere. Keep 
cracking — or else! Yet every year 
there are men who “must go down to 
the seas again” and sail as their fore- 
fathers did before them; men to build 
faster boats and amateur crews to 
handle them with man-o’-war precision 
and ascetic discipline. 

The race from San Diego coastwise 
to Acapulco, scheduled again this year, 
imposes a different strain on man and 
boat from the usual rough and tumble 
of an ocean race. The areas around 
Baja California and off the purple 
peaked coast of the Mexican mainland 
are near the once dreaded doldrums 
and the breezes are light and chancy 
enough to keep helmsman and deck 
crew constantly alert to catch every 
slant and cats-paw. 

It was here in the days of the 
Spanish fleets that galleons might 
wallow immovable for months until 
a plank dropped out, worm-rotted and 
the ship sank. To keep a boat moving 
is a task of seamanship worthy of the 
“shellbacks” of windjammer days, 
when the race was half around the 
world and the prize was the world’s 
markets. Yet the prevailing wind for 
this region is southeasterly and it is 
possible to carry a whole-sail breeze 
down the coast in a roaring torrent of 
darkness at night and a sun-flecked sea 
of whitecaps by day. 

From San Diego the boats cross the 
starter’s line- with officially sealed 
engines, a comforting handicap (work- 
ed on waterline length) securely tucked 





in the lockers of the smaller craft. 
Each skipper follows his own plan for 
victory, splicing experience with solid 
hunch. Some make constant use of the 
ship-to-shore radio to check their posi- 
tions, but the wily and the wise keep 
discreet radio silence, disappearing off 
into the blue, often sliding in to snatch 
a win from their surprised and more 
vocal competitors. 

Whatever the ghost sailing qualities 
of the vessel in light airs, however skill- 
ful the helmsman and hard-working 
the deckies, the laurels will probably 
go to the skipper who knows where to 
be at the right time, the navigator who 
works the “land and sea breezes” which 










































Photo Courtesy Kodak 
"The laurels go fo the skipper who knows where to be of the right time. . 


blow close inshore at dawn and sunset. 
A yacht may lie wallowing and becalm- 
ed off-shore only to watch a rival 
steal ground closer in, where the land 
breeze is tainted with the rank odor of 
the jungle clear above the salt tang 
and you can hear the roll of surf above 
the trickle at your own bows. The San 
Diego-Acapulco race goes to the skill- 
ful, the canny and the experienced. 

Yet win or lose, you can’t lose out 
when the 1,600 mile track is oven and 
your ship lies at anchor in Acapdlco’s 
land-locked bay. The ski boats riffle 
past trailing the bronzed aquaplaners 
and the bars and the beaches of the 
shore beckon. 





MUSIC 


Because December is the month 
when Mexican government workers go 
away on their winter vacation, govern- 
ment subsidies for concerts, operas 
and ballet are at their year’s end low 
ebb, and people in general are more 
interested in Christmas shopping, po- 
sadas and plans for yuletide parties 
than artistic events, there is little to 
report on this-front during the month. 

Mexican Maestro Carlos Chavez pre- 
sented excerpts from his new opera, 
provisionally titled Pdnfilo y Loreta, 
scheduled to open in New York in 1956. 
Chavez wrote an extra orchestration 
for small ensemble — some 200 pages 
of music — in the week preceding the 
concert, The work was enthusiastically 
received, and one duet particularly (a 
soprano-tenor exchange between Mary 
Magdalene and a roving centurion, 
sung by Maritza Aleman and Carlos 
Puig) won cheers and encores. 

On December 2 the National Uni- 
versity’s Choral Society, under the 
direction of Juan D, Tercero, gave a 
fine, varied program in the Sala Ponce, 
including Bach, Monteverdi, Debussy, 
Ravel, Stravinsky, and works by Mex- 
ican composers Bernal Jiménez, Re- 
vueltas and the chorus director, Ter- 
cero. On this same day the National 
Symphony Orchestra, under Conductor 
Luis Herrera de la Fuente’s increas- 
ingly able direction, presented an inter- 
esting array of modern international 
and Mexican works including: Prokof- 
fief, Moncayo, Britten, Moussorgsky, 
Halffter’s brilliant and colorful Ma- 
drugada del Panadero and Daniel 
Ayala’s rhythmic Triby, based on in- 
digenous folk themes. 

On the 10th a special program includ- 
ed the ballet Cuauhtémoc by Silvestre 
Revueltas, danced by members of the 
Ballet Nacional, accompanied by the 
National Opera Orchestra, and an ex- 
ceptional program of Mexican choral 
works and choral arrangements of 
Mexican folk and popular songs, by the 
Madrigalistas chorus, directed by its 
leader and founder, Luis Sandi. © 

Students of the Natjonal Conser- 
vatory gave an orchestral concert of 
classical composers on the 14th, direct- 
ed by the composer and Conservatory’s 
director, Blas Galindo, On the 16th, in 
the Federal Electric Commission's 
Auditorium, below Chapultepec Park 
on Rédano Street, a remarkable pro- 
gram of contemporary ballet was 
offered: folk dance arrangements 
from the state of Michoacan, stylized 
Polish dances, two ballets based on 


(Continued on page 24/ 








Two English-language productions in December showed 
that this young branch of the theater in Mexico has moved 
from emateur to near professional quality. Players offered 
comedy, with William Inge's Bus Stop (above, with Dolly 
Gottlieb and Jerry Breen). The Unicorns, also timing 
themselves by the Broadway clock, offered the Christopher 
Fry version of Jean Anouilh's The Lark (below, with 
Virginio McHenry and Thad Miller). 












































































































HERMENEGILDO 
BUSTOS 


High point of the art exhibitions 
brought out for the public in December 
was the Hermenegildo Bustos show at 
the Palace of Fine Arts. 


Bustos is a nineteenth century “pri- 
mitive” master discovered only a few 
years ago, by Fine Arts Department 
scouts, turning over the souvenirs and 
relics in the possession of the old fami- 
lies of the state of Guanajuato. 


Portraits and ex-votos by one un- 
known but obviously master hand, led 
to research which uncovered a charm- 
ing story. 

Bustos, it turned out, was an ice- 
cream vendor, but of a very special 
kind. He did not peddle the cream, 
which his wife made; he just announ- 
ced the day’s flavors. He became a 
painter when a wandering maestro 
stopped for a while in Guanajuato, and 
Bustos decided he’d like some lessons. 
He soon became the maestro’s right- 
hand man on portraits (one glance at 
his work indicates why) and then 
struck out for himself. 


In the panorama of Mexican art, 
Bustos represents great talent and 
sensitivity poured into the traditional 
popular molds inherited from colonial 
times, and giving them a new sensit- 
ivity and unmistakable character. 


In January, Bustos’ work will return 
to his home state for a brief exhibit 
and homage from the people of Gua- 
najuato, 











Painter Maria Izquierdo, who died in December, belonged 
to the generation of artists who followed Diego Rivera and 
Clemente Orozco. 

A native of Oaxaca, she was a circus star in her youth, 
and she began to paint the bright scenes of her environment. 
Fellow artists declared her a new pictoric talent, and she 
came to Mexico City to enter the San Carlos Academy. Mex: 


ican painters, who at that time were in the midst of bright 
dreams about the freedom of art forms, welcomed Maria 
Izquierdo as a genuine talent from the masses. 

Her paintings, without exception primitives, show sensi- 
tive colors worked with a certain sensuality. 

One of her most remarkable works is the Portrait of 
Maria Aztnsolo, with dress and background as strange as 
they are beautiful. The Self Portrait shown here is from 
her early, and best, period. 
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Rufino Tamayo's newest mural, destined for a Houston, Texas bank, is bosed on a theme Tamayo used in two previous murals: The Americas. 
Inauguration of the mural in the Palace of Fine Arts was the third sign (two previous murals were inaugurated and also hung there) thot Tamayo 
is now officially approved by the Mexican Government, This, and its size, are the only'remarkable qualities about the mural. ( 




















INTRODUCTION 


to 


CHAPULTEPEC 


Chapultepec, which means Grasshop- 
per Hill in the language of the Aztecs, 
is nevertheless the most romantic spot 
in fabled and storied Mexico City. 

The hill has a turreted castle on top 
and sits (in the heart of the city) in 
a forest of trees that were old when 
Moctezuma mused there, and the poet 
king Netzahualcoyotl composed his 
lyrics in the summer palace on the hill. 
Indeed, the name of the trees in Aztec, 
ahuehuetes, means Old-Sir-by-the- 
Water, which is certainly apt because 


that is precisely what they look like. 


Chapultepec Forest, like ail forests 
left over from ancient times, has the 
air of a place in which Druids are still 
very much at home, and where any- 
thing can happen — fantastic, roman- 
tic, or funny, but in any case Tremar- 
kable. 

Many activities go on there, suited to 


} every personality and taste. There is 


a Fountain of Don Quijote, which is 
an outdoor library, near the Avenues 


| of the Poets, Philosophers and Artists. 


The lake, which was also there in the 


| days of Moctezuma, is equipped with 


rowboats and solitary islands. There 
are art galleries, plant collections, a 


zoo, a miniature railroad, two theaters, 
a polo field, and a national auditorium, 
offering programs that range from 
auto shows to modern ballet. And of 
course, at night the ghosts of all the 
romantic goings-on with which Chapul- 
tepec is associated walk the silvery 
avenues. 

The castle, rebuilt from a fort into 
the Viennese dream-palace of Carlotta, 
has been left much as it. was when 
Maximilian and Carlotta lived there, 
and for a brief space wrote etiquette 
manuals and planned brilliant parties; 
while in the distance, Juarez’ Indians 
ceaselessly beat their drums, 

Here, too, walk the honored ghosts 
of the Child Heroes, boy cadets who 


defended the fort against U.S. forces 
which invaded Mexico in 1847, and who, 
when the battle was lost, leaped over 
the ramparts and were killed, rather 
than surrender. 

Today, under a city administration 
that energetically beautifies the parks 
and avenues and also with equal 
energy promotes culture, the forest 
has been filled with flowers, so that 
there is always color in the sunlight 

roses and lilies, chrysanthemums 
and daisies. Interesting new buildings 
have gone up, to house theater and art 
and Fine Arts schools...a decisive 
twentieth century note that gives Cha- 
pultepec new life and continues its 
unique history. 
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Acapulco, Playground of the Americas 


It's a joy to drive anyplace in a CADILLAC, but have you 
tried the new Super-Highway to Acapulco lately? Pack your 
bathing suit and your water skis and leave your troubles 
behind for a trip to America’s Playground. But leave your 
automobile troubles behind, too. See your Authorized 
CADILLAC Dealer before you go. Let his factory-trained 
mechanics put your CADILLAC in tip-top shape, then take 
that Super-Highway for a happy trip to Acapulco. 


For prompt and efficient service 
see your local CADILLAC Dealer 








CHAPULTEPEC has sheltered solitude and contemplation for centuries. Mocte- 
zuma walked here, as do today’s students, poets and lovers. Nacho Lépez, one of 
Mexico’s top photographers, reports Chapultepec poetically in the following pages. 





CHAPULTEPEC belongs to casual wanderers 

who balance on precarious stepping stones or 

fallen tree trunks to reach the miniature islands 

which dot the lake. Bird wanderers find shelter 

here and city people leave jobs and apartment: 
to stroll through the tranquil forest. 


CHAPULTEPEC 


AND IT BELONGS to artists, who find new 

inspiration in its centuries-old frees, its chang- 

ing colors and muted lights, its rippled retlec- 

tions of moss-covered, silver-leated trunks and 
branches. 
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ment; 
CHAPULTEPEC is for fun-seekers, who develop 
their muscles and vocal chords in the lake 
rowboots, or pose for a picture, or picnic — or 

just ploin sit and watch what goes on. 

new 
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CHAPULTEPEC, most of all, is for children and 
lovers. Sunday brings balloons and popcorn, d 
cotton candy and ponies to ao park stocked with nN sae 
swings, tey trains, ball fields and an elegant 

200. But in the midst of even Sunday's year- 
round carnival spirit, coupies can find @ quiet 
spot for dreaming and making plans. 
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ACAPULCO 


By Antonio Menéndez 


Acapulco is a state of mind— and 


also of body and emotions. To travel 
to it, to live its life, is to discover an- 
other dimension far more agreeable 
than the tense and insecure existence 
of our century. Apart from Mexico 
City, Acapulco is probably this coun- 
try’s best known place, and its fame 
has spread to all parts of the world. 

Hundreds of thousands of travelers 
reach Acapulco’s beaches every year, 
from all parts of Mexico, from all 
other countries, and particularly from 
the United States, whose citizens take 
special delight in the tropical atmos- 
phere. 

Ali Khan, Maria Félix, Rocky Mar- 
ciano, Gary Cooper, Gene Tierney, Lex 
Barker and Lana Turner, diplomats 
and stars of screen, politics and 
society, internationally known figures 
are commonplace in the port city. Yet 
less than two decades ago, the place 
was a primitive cluster of fishermen’s 
huts, its ancient glories as a port and 
as an open window to China and the 
Oriental world forgotten. 


Today, shrewd Mexican and foreign 


investors are guaranteeing the present 
and future of Acapulco. Their invest- 
ments are sprawled over the rocky 
cliffs and wide beaches as generously 
as the coconut palms and papaya trees 
which paint the shores a lush green— 
majestic hotels, extraordinary clubs 
and cabarets where you can dance 
barefoot on the sand, close to the 
moonbathed sea, in dreamy-eyed and 
exotic company. 

Acapulco’s cuisine, from the simpl- 
est regional Mexican foods to France’s 
finest sauces, is supervised by inter- 
nationally celebrated chefs in impor- 
tant hotels and bars of the city, which 
also offer the world’s favorite drinks, 
plus several notable Acapulco special- 
ties. 

Abundant housing and modern trans- 
portation routes allow travelers of any 
economic condition to sample incom- 
parable Acapulco, jewel and pinnacle 
of Mexico’s tourist places. 

Whoever has been to Acapulco once, 
goes back, the first chance he gets. 








And those who haven't spent at least 
a few brief hours there dream about 
visiting the man-made paradise. People 
who live as far away as the Arctic 
Circle have traveled to Acapulco’s gol- 
den beaches. A pair of twin brothers 
in a car and trailer traveled from the 
northernmonst part of Canada to stay 
for 15 days of sun and life —and what 
life! 

People of all social and economic 
groups sigh for a chance to visit the 
Promised Port. Engaged couples from 
all over Mexico choose Acapulco as an 
almost obligatory honeymoon spot. 

Tourist activity in the port is divided 
into two major seasons: the “summer” 
from June to September, and the “win- 
ter” season, from the final few days 
of December through March. During 
this latter season, businessmen and 
women and New York socialites make 
their appearance, happily fleeing the 
snow and ice of their own latitudes. 

During Holy Week, when all Mexico 
takes off on a long vacation, govern- 
ment and private employees by the 
thousands obey an apparently inexplic- 
able mass urge to leave the central 
tablelands and cities where they ordin- 
arily live, in order to suffer a hundred 
discomforts, irritations and problems. 
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But they are bound to go to Acapulco, 
like a Mohammedan must go to Mecca, 
to fulfill an obligation to themselves: 
an obligation to live on the grand scale, 
and mix with important people. 


A stranger note yet: those unable 


to leave their homes return to their 
offices when the vacations is over with 
sunburns acquired onrooftops or in 
patios. They murmur tranquilly that 
Acapulco grows worse every day, be- 
cause of the impossible number of peo- 
ple who go there. It never occurs to 
them to suggest they were at another 
beach —if they did so, they would 
“lose face” with their equally sunburn- 
ed friends, themselves doubtful travel- 
ers to the Pacific coast. 

Throughout the year, Acapulco is 
filled with a variety of people, all of 
whom have bought their transportat- 
ion tickets with the firm belief that 
when they use them, they will have 
left behind the dark and bitter world 
of everyday struggle to enter a world 
of color, fantasy, tropical heat and tro- 
pical dreams, in wich anything can be 
made to be, or not to be. 

A woman kills her husband, declar- 
ing with righteous indignation that she 
is defending her home, because she 
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There are parts that'll fit into your Ford 
but still not give you the performance 
you have the right to expect. Make sure 
you get the parts you know are made 
right for your Ford—Genuine Ford Parts! 


Genuine Ford Parts are the ones to rely on when your 
Ford needs replacement parts. Every Genuine Ford 
Part ss made to the exact specifications set by the same 
men who originally built your Ford. And in addition, 
all Genuine Ford Parts are tested thoroughly before 
approved for manufacture—so you can be sure they're 
made right to fit right to last longer in your Ford. When 


your Ford needs new parts to add to its performance, go 





where you know you can get Genuine Ford Parts! 
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finds him in Acapulco with a young 
and pretty woman. 

A beautiful and internationally 
known model undergoes a torrid rom- 
ance with one of the strong and agile 
divers at La Quebrada, on whose cliffs 
many expert swimmers have died be- 
cause of their failure to understand 
the treacherous tide patterns. 


LETTER FROM ACAPULCO 


{ — on excerpt) 


ay now you are home, but hours 
by air 
Could be a thousand tedious days 
by foot 
Should universal strikes occur or 
open sky 
Become impassable with birds. 
To the north, 
The first leaves have begun to 
fall. Southward, 
Thrones topple in revolt’s aseptic 
dust. 
Here, on this high ledge of land 
and feeling, 
On one side the jungle clicks 


away, 
On the other the sea roars tend- 
erly, 

Rocking the unbelievable sail- 
boats 


Which assemble every night as 
dark sequel 
To Van Gogh’s blazing red hulls 
and sand... 


Reptile jets called quijas race 
across my room, 
Under the waters around these 
human outposts 
Floats the immortal dream-life of 
fish. 
When I looked at the horoscope 
for today 
It was a song. For you, Virgo, 
excellent 
Auguries for love, me, Acuario, 
a day 

Full of precious opportunities. 
Morton Seif. 


Undreamed encounters, triangles, 
rectangles, and other geometrical fig- 
ures of the emotions have their place 
in Acapulco, where anything can come 
to pass. 

A lovely girl, after a few phrases of 
introduction, describes her background 
and says she is a ticket seller for 
American Airlines in New York; that 
one afternoon it snowed in Manhattan, 
the worst storm she had ever seen, and 
she remembered the sales talks she 
had used on airline customers. So that 
minute she sold herself a ticket, and 
asked her chief for a vacation. Next 

(Continued on page 26) 
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The Mexican Aduentures of Paul Leuy, Canadian 


Good 


A; to food, I can only speak as a hot- 
beef sandwich eater spiced by nothing 
more than the gravy of the boiled 
meat, but there is one experience I 
must relate which is an end in itself. 
Let me elaborate. I was sitting at a 
bar minding my own business when I 
noticed the bartender scooping a color- 
ful looking concoction from under the 
bar, deftly pouring it into a soup bowl 
and with the grace of a dancer and 
the pride of an artist placing the bowl 
under the nose of a man sitting next 
to me. This gentleman, with concen- 
tration and complete absorption, raised 
a spoonful of the liquid to his pursed 
lips; emptied the spoon into a receptive 
mouth; stared straight ahead for a full 
two minutes and then with violence 
and intensity, dropped the spoon into 
the soup; raised both hands from the 
bar; curled his fingers into fists and 
shook them up and down fiercely ac- 
companying this with loud hissing ex- 
clamations of “ahhhh.” The whole 
procedure was repeated with subse- 
quent spoonfuls under the approving 
modest smiles of the bartender. 


My curiosity was aroused —woe 
betide me. Ignorance and curiosity can 
achieve sad results. 


“Bartender,” I said, “what is that 


soup which you serve?” 


He looked at me with a surprised ex- 
pression. “It’s the bar soup, sir; I 
make it myself. We call it the ‘germ 
killer’ but no doubt it has many names 
which are not repeatable. Would you 
like to try some?” 


“With much pleasure.” 


I, a few minutes I had a bowl of 
sieaming liquid below my nose; the 
fumes clogging every passageway in 
my head. 


“Has it not got a delightful bou- 
quet?” the bartender asked shyly. I 
could not hurt his feelings; in fact I 
could not answer him, I was gasping 
for air. 


“Its odor is certainly unique,” I final- 
ly answered, trying to be as diplomatic 
as possible. I stared at the liquid with 
watering eyes. It smelled like chile, 
garlic and onion soup and it had pink 
unshelled shrimp liberally swarming in 
it. The bartender was waiting expect- 
antly. 


I gingerly raised a spoonful to my 
mouth and gulped quickly. The results 
were amazing to say the least. Not 
only was I completely on fire, but all 
my senses ceased functioning. As I 
slowly recuperated, I found myself 
shaking my clenched fists up and down 
hissing “ahhhh” through a shambles 
of a throat. The bartender was staring 
at me with a pleased expression. 
“Good, no?” he asked. 


Now I ask you, what does one say 
in this case? 








One day I was parked on Juarez 
facing east, minding my own business, 
just waiting for some indication that 
I could proceed south along Bucareli 
when suddenly I was startled by a se- 
ries of horn honks. The car behind me 
darted to my left, paused long enough 
for the driver to yell something unin- 


telligible, then it shot forward as 
though in a mechanical rage. 


4 waited a few more minutes, became 


impatient and finally drove through 
a red light with my eyes closed; open- 
ed them and proceeded on home. Once 
home, my curiosity aroused, I shuffled 
through my Spanish-English dictionary 
trying to decipher the statement yelled 
at me by the angry driver. As near as 
I can tell it had some reference to my 
ancestors. Whatever it was, it had in- 
dications of being uncomplimentary. 
Something had made him mad. Maybe 
it Was my license plate? Maybe the 
Canadians were not bidding high 
enough for henequén? Maybe the per- 
centage of Canadians at Acapulco drop- 
ped this season? Then of course, but 
highly unlikely, it may have been my 
driving. Perhaps I was not interpreting 
the traffic indications properly. 


The next day I was on Bucareli 
facing north and I wanted to go west 
along Juarez. A simple left-hand turn 
around the glorieta is all that was nec- 
essary. There I was, minding my own 
business, making a simple left-hand 
turn, when whamo —charging me on 
the right-hand side was a herd of snort- 
ing elephants. The buses came at me 
with the gusto of unleashed pachy- 
derms. One of us was wrong — Mex- 
ico City Transit or me. There was only 
one practical thing to do and I did it: 
I closed my eyes and stepped on the 
gas. They tell me there were more 
brake drums worn out in those few 
moments than in two months normal 
wear in traffic. 


I decided I was wrong and to correct 
my ignorance placed myself, afoot, at 
the corner of Juarez and Reforma 
carefully viewing the scene. Perhaps 
the regulations would become manifest. 


I. was a wonderful sight. Girls were 
ankling along; old ladies and young 
children artfully dodged dashing traf- 
fic; I was talked into shoe-shines, a 
small plastic train set, and three news- 
papers. As to traffic I learned noth- 
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ing. I crossed the street to stand in 
front of the National Lottery build- 
ing and watch the lights at that angle. 

It was a wonderful sight! Girls were 
ankling along; old ladies and young 
children artfully dodged mad cars; I 
was talked into five lottery tickets, 
one shoe-shine and two pineapples 
(they were delicious, but rather lax- 
ativic; perhaps two are too much to 
eat at one time). As to traffic I learn- 
ed nothing, but I did come to a con- 
clusion. Lights and police whistles 
mean nothing. They are only a show 
to mollify North Americans. Traffic 
in Mexico is controlled by mass intui- 
tion. It is a congenital condition to 
which I, as a Canadian, am immune. 

Now I ask you, how does one reme- 
dy that? 


Hotpitality 

Mexican hospitality is effusive and 
spontaneous, but there is one incident 
I still cannot classify. A business as- 
sociate once turned up in time for an 
appointment and in my state of shock 
and excitement, I invited him out for 
a drink. I barely opened my mouth 
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Parham 


to down the liquid, when I noticed 
staring back at me from the center of 
my whisky glass was a big fat sassy 
sort of worm. Now don’t get me wrong. 
I love animals, but somehow I didn’t 
take to this intrusion. I put my drink 
down hurriedly and looked away, think- 
ing it was just a Freudian manifesta- 
tion. When my stomach settled I look- 
ed back. It was still there, and if any- 
thing it was larger. 

Something had to be done. 

I “accidentally” spilled my drink 
and watched in fascination as the bar- 
tender casually wiped drink and worm 
off the bar. 

Now I ask you, what does one do 
in such a case? 
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MUSIC 


(Continued from page 10) 


indigenous Mexican themes, by Revuy 
tas and Huizar, abstract ballets wij 
music by Halffter-Soler and Hayé 
and El Salén México by Aaron Coplan’ 


— 

A significant musical event of t 
month was the Mexican Union ; 
Music and Theatre Critics diplom 
awards to people in the music field { 
outstanding contributions to music: 
progress during the year. 


Among these were: Luis Herrera 
la Fuente, for his excellent reorganiz 
tion of the National Symphony 0 
chestra and outstanding interpretatio: 
of Orff’s Carmina Burana, Moussor; 
sky’s Pictures at an Exposition, 2: 
Shostakovitch’s 10th Symphony; Li 
Ximénez Caballero, for the notabi 
progress of his Jalapa (Veracrw 
Symphony Orchestra; Carlos Luyané 
veteran timpanist of the National Syr 
phony Orchestra, for his splendid pe 
cussion work; Stella Contreras, for h 
fine piano recitals during the year an 
her outstanding interpretation of th 
2nd Piano Concerto of Brahms wit 
the National Symphony Orchestra; E 
rique Serratos, for his distinguishe 
violin interpretations with the Natic 
al University Orchestra, and tb 
achievement of being chosen 2nd viol 
in the Curtis String Quartette in Phil: 
delphia; Franco Ferrari, for his disti 
guished role as concertmaster of th 
National Symphony Orchestra an 
remarkable virtuosity as soloist « 
several occasions with the same org: 
nization; the ACMAC musical associ: 
tion, for its promotion of Mexicz 
artists; and finally, the choruses whic 
participated with such solid music 
taste in Carmina Burana and Juana i 
Arco en la Hoguera (Honegger). 


+> 

The only important musical ever 
announced for January is the Moza 
Festival under the auspices of the I 
stituto Nacional de Bellas Artes, orga! 
ized by Dr. Ernst Roemer, to com 
mence the 26th and continue till th 
middle of February. It will include: 
concert of the National Symphon 
Orchestra with Angélica Morales 
piano soloist; the Mozart Requier 
with four distinguished soloists and tl 
famous Boys’ Choir of Morelia, unde 
the direction of Romano Picutti; | 
Mozart chamber concert with the Lene 
Quartette and Anastasio Flores # 
clarinet soloist; the opera The Magi 
Flute; and a ballet performance wit 
Mozart music. J. R.8 
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Do-1-Yourseit is all very well when 


it comes to knocking out coffee tables, 
teaching parrots to talk, or making 
pitiatas. But suppose you want the 
coffee table to be knocked on; or the 
parrot to talk Nahuatl, or the piiata 
to break itself — all this while you 
lounge in hammock or easy chair. 

Mexico has had the answer to this 
for several centuries. All you do is 
find yourself a witch: she, in turn, will 
conjure up a distant and departed rela- 
tive, who by virtue of loss of matter 
will have gained Herculean strength 
and Socratic wisdom. Indoctrination 
of the spirit goes apace if you provide 
the proper sorts of herbs and some 
helpful incantations. It’s the witch’s 
business to see that you’re equipped 
with these aids. 

Witches are by no means abundant 
these days. Although they frequented 
towns and cities a generation or so ago, 
they have now moved far back into the 
hills, and only a scattered handful con- 
tinue to practice. Witchcraft, it seems, 
is not attracting members of the young- 
er generation, who prefer dictation and 
bank clerking to chanting and herb- 
gathering. 

Nevertheless, we found ourselves a 


witch, and she has admitted, somewhat 
grudgingly, that some of the simpler 
charms and philters might be practiced 
in the privacy of one’s home, without 
her aid. 

Our witch is named Leandra, and she 
is not the conventional type of witch. 
Where she ought, by all rights, to be 
lean, she is fat. She features no miss- 
ing teeth, but rather a row of gold 
teeth which makes her look something 
like a dime-store jewel case. She wears 
a loose blouse that flows around her 
ample waistline, and her large and 
billowing skirts slap against her bare 
ankles. She smokes tobacco wrapped 
in corn husks, an old custom in north- 
ern Mexico. She specializes in cleans- 
ing people of bad luck, and when suf- 
ficiently incensed by the injustice of it 
all, she will turn the hex around and 
send it back to the person who is direct- 
ing all that bad luck against you. 


S he is also good about locating old 


beaus lost in the Mexican Revolution, 
though she has some trouble with other 
soldiers who keep popping up in her 
search-carafe filled with fresh water. 
She can bring back a lover, keep a hus- 
band on the paths of righteousness, 
and question and direct spirit forces, 


in case you need the piano moved or 
your mother-in-law sent on to visit 
another set of relatives. 

Leandra admits to very limited 
powers, compared to the witches of the 
Pame Indians in Jaumave, Miquihuana 
and other parts deep in the mountains 
of Tamaulipas. The tribe is almost ex- 
tinct, and has a language of its own. 
Its people are credited with super- 
ability to hex, and Leandra has col- 
lected a few of their recipes, which she 
likes to read in the evenings when the 
nights are too chilly for herb-collecting. 


Tne right ingredients are always 


necessary. Sweet basil and rosemary 
are favorite herbs, together with many 
fine weeds that grow in the moun- 
tains and are known best by witches 
themselves. Toads are often used to 
silence an enemy. The recipe directs 
you to kill the toad, sew its mouth shut 
with green silk thread, and place it in 
a pewter cup with certain magic ingre- 
dients such as a bit of cloth from the 
victim’s own clothes. All of this is 
burnt to ashes in the cup, which is then 
left during the night at the victim's 
door. 

Another hex commands a mosquito 
or lightning bug to fly back and forth 
over the victim’s arm at night. Proper- 
ly carried out, this will make the vic- 
tim’s arm swell and ache. This is a 
favorite sort of witchcraft among 
many Indian tribes in Latin America, 
and writers have reported it is prac- 
ticed even by Eskimos. At its worst, the 
arm will swell until it kills the victim‘ 
and anyone who attempts to cure it is 
supposed to suffer the same fate, 

A pleasanter hex is used against any 
person who slights or snobs a Pame 
Indian. The Indian directs a splinter to 
scratch his victim’s finger, with the 
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result that any time the victim attempts 
to do any work, the scratch will bleed. 
Unlike the first hex, this one can easily 
be cured by a good Pame witch. 

For home practice, Leandra suggests 
two simple recipes from her book of 
white magic. The first has to do with 
mastering an enemy: you write his 
name ten times with your left hand, 
at the bottom add: “A lion you are, 
but a sheep will you become, and under 
my feet will you be mastered.” This 
must be done on white, unlined paper, 
and placed underfoot in your left shoe. 
It works only on Mondays. 

Her second recipe is designed to in- 
sure a return of love from girl friend 
or boy friend. You give a silver coin 
to the object of your affection while 
mumbling, “Rose of thorns, flower of 
the winds, by the seven planets cover- 
ing you, you will be my happiness.” 

Girls troubled with a_ prospective 
bridegroom who has balked at quitting 
his single status need more than a coin, 
however. In this case Leandra recom- 
mends a visit to La Petaca, near Lina- 
res, in the state of Nuevo Leén. The 
potions given by the famous witches 
of La Petaca are reputed to rush the 
man to the altar. 

Leandra says a lot of work is in- 
volved before the student witch can dis- 
cover whether the spirit world is in 
sympathy with her and willing to sub- 
ject themselves to her powers. But 
herbs, says Leandra, are always good 
business, and a weak witch often 
makes a strong cook, Luis Félix Flores. 





ACAPULCO 


(Continued from page 22) 


scene: the girl appears, frostypink 
drink in hand, a handsome escort at 
her side, seated in the Bum-Bum, lis- 
tening to Tony Moro’s amusing lyrics 
sung in Spanish and English. 

A young girl, with impeccable Bos- 
ton accent, deep blue eyes and a face 
of pure innocence, tells the Mexican 
youth she in dancing with how happy 
one can be in such a short time and 
wiht so little money. She promises ne- 
ver to forget him, and offers to send 
him neckties... 

The most extravagant illusions, the 
most absurd tragedies, the sweetest 
loves, the most undreamed-of hopes 
take shape under the sorcery of Aca- 
pulco, which one traveler enthusiastic- 
ally called the world in Cinemascope 
—in fourth dimension! 
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THREE KINGS’ COFFEECAKE 


Mexico is a country of coffeecake 
eaters. Best of all the many sweet 
breads is Rosea de Reyes (Crown 
of the Kings), which is made 
specially for Twelfthnight. This 
wonderful bread is not only good 
eating — it’s also (of course) the 
excuse for two parties. 


The Day of the Kings, on January 
6, used to climax Mexico’s Christmas 
celebrations, and people dressed up to 
play the Kings and distribute gifts 
just as Santa Claus now shows up on 
Christmas in the U.S. 

This old custom has almost disap- 
peared, except in provincial towns, and 
gift giving now takes place on Decem- 
ber 25. But January 6 is still impor- 
tant — mostly because it brings the 
Rosca de Reyes. 

Friends and families and neighbors 
gather to “cut the ring,” and this may 
go on once, or several times during the 
day. Go-alongs are chocolate or coffee 
and chatter, which makes this not only 
the easiest, but also one of the simplest 
but gayest, of all Mexican parties. 

You can do this at home, and add 
your own variations to the theme. Dime 
stores can supply the inside trinkets, 
all of which predict events for whomev- 
er finds what in his piece of cake. Most 
important is a tiny doll, an inch long 
or smaller, a wedding ring, and a coin. 
You might add miniature cars, planes, 
or ships; a safety pin to herald a new 
baby. Make up your own code to sig- 
nify what these things mean. Most 
significant standard item is the doll: 
whoever finds that in his wedge of 
coffeecake must host a party for every- 
one present when the cake is cut — 
and within 10 days. 





Herewith our best recipe for th, 
elegant — and incriminating — swe 
bread: 


‘Al 
] 


Heat 1 cup milk to boiling, then co ral 


to lukewarm. Crumble in 2 cakes ; 4” 
yeast, and stir until dissolved. Add fo 
cup sifted all-purpose flour, and be 
well. Cover and let stand about } 
minutes, or until the sponge is ligt 

Meanwhile, cream 1 cup butter , 
margarine until soft and fluffy. A 
1/2 cup sugar gradually, creamir 
wel; then beat in 3 eggs, one at a tim 
Add the sponge and beat the mixtw yo 
again. Then stir in 1 teaspoon salt a 
about 4 cups of sifted all-purpose flow 
or enough to make a soft dough th: #° 
can be easily handled. 

Turn out on a lightly floured boa 
and knead until smooth and elasti , 
Place in a greased bowl; turn once,; 
bring greased side up; cover and } 
rise 1 to 2 hours, or until doubled ##e 
bulk. 

Then turn dough out on flour! 
board, and knead into it 1 tablespo 
each grated lemon and orange rind, 1 
cup coarsely chopped nuts, 1/2 cw 
seedless raisins, and, if you like, 
tablespoons chopped candied cherrig __ 
Divide dough in half and form eat 
half into a long, narrow roll. Join th 
ends of each roll to form a circle, an?” 
place on greased baking sheet. Ke 

Cover; let rise until doubled in bul 
Then, with a very sharp knife, mak 
tiny slashes in the top of the crow. 
about 2 inches apart. Bake at 4 
degrees F. for about 25 minutes. & 

Cool rings. Then make slits in t 
top of the cooled ring and poke in tir 
objects — doll and ring are necessar 
but you can choose others to suit you’ 
self and your friends’ ideas. Frost ns 

z 


ROSCA DE REYES 


thin confectioner’s sugar frosting, t 
cover all suspicious cracks, and s 
with big “jewels” of whole can 
cherries, chunks of candied pineappki® 
whole nutmeats, silver decorettes 
gumdrops. (Makes two crowns). | 





‘ACAPULCO STOPS 


Luxury Hotels: big and beautiful; 
he rates around 10 dollars per person, 


rican Plan, 
~akes Ame iC 


. Add Hotel Caleta, on the hill overlooking 


ind be Caleta Beach. Long a_ favorite. 
bout | Sundeck and dining room hung 
is lign right over the bay. 

<— ‘Hotel Club de Pesca, on the coast high- 
reami, Way: One of the newest and pleas- 
tatip  antest. All rooms air-conditioned. 


mixtw potel de las Américas. 
salt a hotel rooms. 

se flow ' 
igh th; Hotel El Mirador, on the cliffs of La Que- 


Good cottages or 


brada. Cottages; good food, fine 
»d bog service. Some air-conditioned rooms. 
elasti pete! Majestic. Modern and nice; sun 
— terraces face the bay. 
and | 


ubled 2itotel Palacio Tropical. Beautiful gardens, 
good food, roof dancing. 


f1OUMAiotel Prado-Américas, Las Playas penin- 















oe sula. Romantic cottages;. terrace 
rind, 1 : . ' 
1/2 & dinner-dancing and floor shows. 
aaa Smaller Hotels: fine views, gardens, 
in more intimate setting; rates around 
prety 5 dollars per person, usually American 
rele, ar? lan. 
Hotel del Monte. Good rooms, dancing, 
in bui, popular bar. 
fe, mak 
e crow Het! La Bahia. Close to Caleta Beach, 
. at and pleasant. 
es. 
s in th 
e in tir 
ecessali 
uit you 
rost wit} 
sting, ¢ i 
ind stg 
can 
ineappki® 
‘ettes ¢ 
s). Mi 
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Hotel La Cima. Just 16 rooms; 


and comfortable. 


modest 


Hotel La Quebrada. 
pleasant bar. 


Fine Mexican food, 


Hotel La Riviera. Pleasant and fun, with 


good cooking. About 3.50 dollars 
a day buys this, with breakfast 
included. 


Hotel Las Anclas, Hornos Beach. Right 


in front of the beach specified for 
afternoon swimming. 


Hotel Las Hamacas. Family resort hotel, 


close to the beach, 


Hotel Las Palmas, Fronting on Langosta 
Beach. Good American food; mod- 
est family resort. 


Hotel Los Flamingos. Nice cliff cottages, 


recently redecorated. Owners are 
Hollywood stars. 


Hotel Pozo del Rey. Just 10 rooms; good 


American cooking. 

Budget Plan: Many pensions offer 
rooms, with or without food, at tiny 
prices. But it’s wise to check with a 
recent visitor before planning a stay 
at any such place. 


For Trailers: Playa Suave Trailer 
Park, slightly more than a dollar per 
day. 


(Editor’s note: Listings are made for the 
benefit of our readers and are not ads. 
All ads are clearly indicated as such.) 


INFORMATION SERVICES 


A. M. A. (Asociacién Mexicana Automovilis- 
tica, Berlin 6. Affiliated with the A. A. A. 
Reciprocal courtesies to members. In case 
of emergency, call 35-27-35. 


American Embassy, 


Reforma and Lafragua. 
Tel. 35-95-00. 


American Society, Lucerna 71. Tel. 36-35-60 
or 36-56-88 
A. N. A. (Asociacién Nacional Automovilisti- 


ca). Sullivan 51. Affiliated with A. A. A. 
Services both to members and non-mem- 
bers. Emergency phone number: 35-03-43. 


Benjamin Franklin Library, Niza 53. 


Mexico City Daily Bulletin. Gémez Farias 41. 
Tel. 16-69-60 ‘General tourist information. 


Mexican-North American Cultural Institute, 
Hamburgo 115. Tel. 25-16-54, 25-16-55, 
25-16-56. 

National Tourist Department, Juarez 89. Gen- 
eral travel information. 


PEMEX Travel Club, Juarez 89. Highway in- 
formation. Publishes an excellent auto trav- 
el bulletin in English. 





ce 


NIGHT SPOTS 


Night life in Acapulco is the stuff 
of which dreams are made. You make 
them yourself, subject to no whims of 
the subconscious. So no tourist coun- 
selor, even if he’s two-thirds psycholo- 
gist, can be altogether just in his 
recommendations, 


We sent a hard-eyed young news- 
paperman to Acapulco to jot down 
notes on what most people like to do 
best in the port city. He came back 
dreamy-eyed and uncommunicative. 
The following was all we could get, 
copied off the cuff of his sports shirt: 


“La Perla series of levels, many 
dance floors, two orchestras; dramatic 
cliffs pricked with fingers of light; 
wet-brown divers arched out in breath- 
less minutes of swan dives. Chicken 
baked in coconut shells: magnificent. 


“Bum Bum 
pure Acapulco. 
flavored drinks. 
tropical rhythm. 


atmosphere sexy and 
All kinds of coconut- 
Drums, dancing, hot 


“Copacabana more tropics. Drink 


and dance on the sand. 


“Prado Américas — immense terrace, 
terribly distinguished and sophisticat- 
ed; wonderful music, lavish buffet. 


“Club de Pesca — outdoor dance floor, 
two glass tank walls of tropical fish, 
yellow, blue, zebra-striped. Or fresh 
water swimming pool, with underwater 
amber lights. 


“Night-sailing ship. Recommended, 
but was drinking gin from a green 
coconut and missed the boat. 


“Mosaic of music everywhere, Afro- 
Cuban dominant. Not the typical Mex- 
ican music of mariachis or from any 
other part of the country. Very, very 
languorous. 


“Eating advisable. Lobster, lobster, 
lobster. Must remember tomorrow: 
seviche (raw fish “cooked” with lime 
juice, chile, onion) on the beach. And 
another green coconut.” 
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Madero No. 16 


Original styling 
European quality 
~ 
Visit Our Factory 


Sac Parisien, S. A. 
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SPECIAL OFFER 


TO SUBSCRIBERS 
OF 


MEXICO / ths math 


We have printed a limited 
number of extra copies of 
the unique 


Lagunilla Map 


by artists Vlady and 
Dunham 


and the 


Chapultepec Map 


by Vlady 


They are done in Colonial 
style, and printed in 3 colors 
on fine paper, ready for 
framing or guiding explor- 
ers. 


FOR SUBSCRIBERS 
ONLY 
PRICE PER COPY: 


25 cents U.S..3 Pesos México 
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Vic the hepos- 
GUAYABERAS 


Tropic countries set a climate for 


living in tune with their atmospheric 
climate. This shows up in manners 
(the long siesta.) and food and housing, 
but perhaps most of all in dress. 

The Caribbean has made dozens of 
contributions to fashion, and one of 
these, the guayabera, stands out in our 
mind as the best thing we’ve ever seen 
in men’s sports wear. 

A classic guayabera is both shirt and 
jacket, in one. It is white, to reflect the 
hot sunlight; and long-sleeved, for 
Arab-like protection. It is made of 
cotton, so it is absorbent and cool, and 
is worn loose, outside the trousers, to 
aid circulation of air. Its ingenious 
decorations — rows and rows of tiny 
stitched vertical pleats, plus many 
pockets function admirably to keep the 
shirt looking trim and unwrinkled 
while it doubles as a ¢arry-all for small 
items, 

Guayaberas first became popular in 
Cuba, where they were cut with a min- 
imun of pleats and a mandarin coliar 
that may have been copied from the 
crews of Chinese sailing ships that 
frequented Central American ports. 
The jump to Yucatan was a short one, 
and the shirt soon became a near sym- 
bol of the Peninsula. Other tropical 
beach cities took it as their own, and 
the classic outfit today on both coasts 
is white cotton trousers, shorter than 
ankle length, topped with a guayabera. 


These shirts are now made in all 


sorts of fabrics, every color imaginable, 
and a wide variety of styles. For 
women, there are fitted guayaberas, 
short-sleeved and sleeveless variations, 
as well as the classic style sized to fit 
women’s narrower shoulders and wider 
hips. Men have their pick of wool and 
silk blends, linens and butcher linens, 
as well as cottons — or there are 
evening jackets, cut guayabera style. 

All department stores and special 
shirt shops in Mexico City and coast 





areas stock guayaberas. If you lj 
adventure with your shopping, howe) 
er, We recommend a tiny second ston 
shop on the southeast corner of Bue; 
reli and Articulo 123 streets. The nam! 
of the place is simply “Guayaberas) 
The route upstairs leads past a canjj| 
and-lottery ticket stand, and you rir} 
a bell for admittance. This sinister e| 
terior is belied by the activity withir 
sewing machines hum, and the roun 
faced propietor steps out from behir 
his cutting table to show you twice 4 
many shirts as the tiny shop can po! 
sibly hold. } 

If no shirt fits you, or you go in fe 
plum and loganberry shades, they! 
whip you up one to order, at no extr 
charge. If you don’t care for ordinar 
white shirt buttons, you can ask f 
pearl, or carved bone, or one-centa' 
piece buttons. And if you don’t want: 
shirt at all, you can pick up a litt! 
history by asking the owner, a Yucati 
native and ardent exponent of hi 
state’s styles, to tell you about th 
guayabera, 





A couple of other easy-to-wear shirt 


are direct descendants of the guayal: 
ra. One of these is the guayabam, 
which features long narrow tucks i 
stead of pleats, Another is the chazar 
lla, a waist-length, jacket-like sty 
Most of these have regular sports shi 
collars, though you can sometimes sti 
find the old-fashioned mandarin colla 
Prices vary as considerably as th 
materials and workmanship involvei 
A man’s plain white guayabera of fa 
quality poplin costs about three dollan 
A silk-and-wool blend, in any color ah 
marvelously finished with pleats 4 
long and straight as a Latin teacher! 
look, may cost 7 or 8 dollars. Whi! 
linen evening jackets for men Ww 
somewhere around 16 dollars. 
Women’s sports shirts, in fine cotte 
or butcher linen, with any sleeve leng® 
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to 6-dollar range. M 





Enclosed find $ for 


*U. S. currency 


Name 
Address 
City 





SUBSCRIPTION BLANK 


and almost any trim, fall within oe 


' 
Introductory 6 mos. subscriptions at $1.00 
each. * 
Regular annual subscriptions at $2.50 j 
each. * 

Name | 
Address 
City . | 
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COMFORT 


Trips become a pleasure with the 


easy riding qualities of Sellomatices. 


Tubeless . 


double bruise resistance of Nylon 

the safety of the skid-defying grip- 
block tread. 
free of worries. 


for 


..all contribute to a trp 






Sellomaticas, The Power Tires, turn braking 
power into stopping power .. turn without 
squeals ... give you instant response to 
accelerator or brake. They grip the ground 





SELLOMATICAS 


with grip-block tread and nylon cords 


are the POWER tires for today’s POWER cars. 


To get the full benefit of today's power 
cars, modern roads and highways you need 
POWER TIRES that will get you going faster 


without spinning the wheels 


like a caterpillar. Sellomaticas give you skid 
resistance with their new gnip-block tread 
They change dangerous blowouts into safe 
s-s-slowouts 


Sellomaticas enable you to take full edvan- 
tage of the power of your car in comfort 
and safety. 





puncture séaling the 































side wall 


Because they are 


they grab the ground like a caterpillar 














STEERING | - 





DISTINCTION 


Sellomaticas are good look- 
ing. Their modern design 
1s in keeping with the lines 
of your car Identify them by 
the black ring on the white 
uncluttered by 
brand names and markings 





Goodrich -Euzkadi 


--- THEY LAST LONGER ! 













HAPPY NEW YEAR! 


KEEP YOU POSTED 

OPENS NEW PERSPECTIVES 
Amusing... 
informative .. . 
Invaluable for 


visitors and residents 


SUBSCRIBE NOW! 


(Coupon on 


last page) 
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